VICEROYS OP INDIA
of all arms was paralysed by a. nerveless commander.
Only in the Punjab were there sufficient British and loyal
native troops to hold their own. Beyond Peshawar stood
the wild and uncertain tribes of Afghanistan.
But Canning kept calm. He brought in from other parts
of India British troops, and even secured some from Lord
Elgin's expedition then on its way to China; while by
force and art John Lawrence, a Civil Servant, held the
Punjab. Delhi was besieged by the British; Oudh and the
North-West Provinces were maintained by the forced
marches and incredible exploits of small columns led by
Havelock, Outram and Nicholson, and through the courage
of the tenuous garrisons in Lucknow and Cawnpore; until
a new Commander-in-Chief, Sir Colin Campbell, afterwards
Lord Clyde, came at last to their rescue. By the end of the
year the fall of Delhi and the final relief of Lucknow brought
the war to its real close and the Mutiny was defeated.
The old Mogul Emperor was imprisoned for life at Rangoon;
his sons had been shot by Hodson of Hodson*8 Horse.
Some smaller centres of resistance remained active for
several months; and it was two years before the last
rebels were finally beaten.
Meanwhile in England, after the first surprise and shock,
a Bill had been introduced in Parliament to transfer the
government of India from the East India Company to
the Crown. It thus became Lord Canning's lot not only
to suppress the Mutiny but to initiate the peaceful revolu-
tion that followed it. Through both tasks he preserved
his equanimity, being equally abused for Ms severity and
his mercy. After the Bill had been passed he announced
it at a Durbar at Allahabad on 1st November 1858, and
himself became the first Viceroy, This title was not strictly
official but denoted that tie personally represented the
Sovereign. He and his successors continued to be also
Governors-General In 1859 peace was proclaimed;
and Caiming followed this up by a progress titaough the
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